Wrightson House T-461
202 Dover Street
Easton, Maryland 21601

This house is one of the few in the town of Easton which
clearly shows the influence of Beaux Arts Classicism on domestic
buildings. The two and one-half story frame building, is nearly
square in plan with a wide front porch and elaborate dormers
protruding from a hipped roof. The main entrance is emphasized
by a pavillion-like treatment of the facade and a dormer with
an ogee roof.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This square, frame building stands on the southeast corner of
Dover and Hanson Streets, facing north. Constructed as a single family
residence in the late nineteenth century, The structure is now used
as medical offices and apartments. :

The building is one of the few examples of the Beaux Arts influence
on domestic buildings in Easton. Although rather squat and box-like |
in its proportions, its composition and design motifs are clearly those
of the style which flourished in the United States from about 18950-1915. .

The main block of the building is squarish, three bays wide on
Dover Street and three wide bays deep. It is covered with hipped roof
from which elaborate dormers protrude. A two story ell is found at
the rear; less ornate in design, it was probably constructed as a
service wing. A deep, one story porch runs across the front of the
building; it has been enclosed but its paired, round columns remain.
There is an overhanging cornice decorated with modillions.

The major design emphasis is on the main entrance. Character-
istically, Beaux Arts buildings were symmetrical with the main entrance,
ceremonially placed in the center. In this structure, the front,
center bay is treated as a pavillion, defined by a very small pro-
jection on the second floor and a broad dormer on the roof.

The main entrance is reached by a broad flight of steps. The
door opening has a three-centered arch, sidelights and a transom light,
both of leaded glass with curved, interlocking mullions. The upper
panel of the door has a similiar treatment.

The large central dormer is covered by an ogee roof. It has a
tripartite window; the central window is round-headed with a so-called
Gothic upper sash and side windows have several small lights. Flat
pilasters appear to support the roof. There is a cornice and return.
Smaller dormers at both sides of the main dormer are covered by gable
roofs trimmed with a cornice and return. Flat pilasters flank the
single window which has a "Gothic" upper sash and single light in
the lower.

Below the major dormer, the second floor central windows are em-
phasized by broad pilasters. Tripartite windows are :also used here;

a nine over one sash is found in the center with six over one sashes
in the narrower side windows. .

The central assembledge - major dormer, second floor central window,
wide major entrance - give the appearance of being a central pavillion,
defining the formal entrance and indicating the position of the formal
interior stair hall. Other windows of this facade, located below the
gable dormers, have two over one sashes and simple trim.

The Hanson Street elevation also has a central entrance door;
more simple than the main entrance it has ornamental sidelights and
a transom light. The most outstanding element of this facade is-the
tall brick chimney which rises on the outside of the wall, plercing —
the overhanging cornice. .

Inside, the central hall is occupied by an elaborate stair with
slender closely spaced balusters and a rather plain square newel.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is significant because it represents the period of
Beaux Arts Classicism in Architecture. Although in itself not a
sophisticated building, the influence is clear. Evidently this style
of architecture was not widely built in the town, and this structure
is the clearest and earliest remaining example.

187/F341 In 1879, Sarah Jane Martin picked up this parcel of
land at a Sheriff's Sale. Samuel B. Hopkins and his wife
Virginia were the insolvent owners. Samuel B. Hopkins,
grandfather of Samuel B. bought the property in 1841,
which had been owned by John M.G. Emory. In 1862, Samuel
T. Hopkins, trustee, sold it to Eliza Blake and she sold
it back to Margaret Hopkins, wife of Samuel B. Hopkins.
L78/F90 Times were very difficult in this area following the War,
and in 1872, the parents conveyed the property to their
daughter Ada Virginia. This gift included a dwelling house,
but the mortgage prevailed and the Martins bowed out
L96/F28 with a sale to William L. Hubbard in 1883 for $3,000.00
L152/733 In 1908, Robert L. Kemp and his wife Anna bought it from Mr.
L152/F34  Hubbard and they turned it over immediately to Margaret A.
L179/F174 Kemp for $7,000.00 William H. Kemp took ownership in 1918
Will Rec. and sold it to Charles T. Wrightson* the following year, 1919.
L24/798 His will authorized the property to be sold and in 1945
Raymond Harrison and his wife Gladys purchased it from F.Hall
L328/F284 Wrightson, a son of Charles T. Wrightson. In 1956, the
Harrisons sold the lot and premises to John W. Noble and
his wife Verta K. They are the present owners.

* Co-founder of Shannahan-Wrightson Hardware (T-404)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Deeds and Land Records, Talbot County Courthouse.
Sanborn, May 1896
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ‘ ' : COUNTY
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STATE . R ) COUNTY
[E1F ORM PREPARED BY
 NAME/ TITLE .

Marsha L. Fritz, Consultant, Cynthia B. Ludlow, Research Historian

ORGANIZATION : ’ DATE
ston, Incorporated September 21, 1976

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE MT's Paul Parsons,
_Rox 1171 ‘ (301) 882-2706. ~ Pres.
CITY OR TOWN STATE .

Easton y Maryland 21601

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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T-461
Town of Easton

202 Dover Sfreet
Easton, Maryland 21601

Elaborate step brackets are used on the open-string course.

A carved wooden cornice with classical details is used on the
major rooms and stair hall. Floors are of marrow oak boards laid in
a decorative pattern.

The small entrance area is interesting because the exterior door
and door to the stair hall are identical, except that frosted glass
is used on the innér entrance. The floor of the entrance is tiled.

Mantles are heavily ornamented with carved wooden details.
Festoons, engagéd:¢olumns, and urns are found. The mantles, now re-
moved, once contained iron "Baltimore" stoves and rested on tiled
hearths.

Although greatly altered the structure is in good condition.
Painted yellow with white trim, it stands on its corner shaded by huge
oak trees. It has been divided into offices and apartments,
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Form Approved

FHR-8-253 (10-78) ' . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR OMB No 42-R1
Heritage Conservotion and Recreation Service
Office of Archeology ond Histaric Preservation T-461

Washinglan D.C. 20243

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION
APPLICATION — PART 1

{Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1976)

Instructions: Applicant should read the instructions carefully before completing application. No Certification may be made uniess a completed application form b
been received [P.L §4-455). Use typewriter or print clearly in dark ink to complete the application form. If additional space is needed fo complele Part1, use the rever
side or 2 separate plain sheet of paper clearly indicating the owner's name and mailing address. Part 1 of this applicalion may be completed and sent o the approp
ate State Historic Preservation Officer at any time during the year, and may be sent separately or with Pant 2.

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

1. NAME OF PROPERTY: 202 Nover Street
Address of property: Street 202 Dover ‘Street )
city__ Easton County Talbot State Maryland ZipCode__ 21601
Name of historic district in which property is jocated: Easton Historic District, Easton,  Talbot County: Md

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:
{see instructions for map and photograph requirements—use reverse side if necessary)

2% story Beaux Arts style of architecture. Frame. Shown in Historic Easton
Book, page 102

3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: Original track of land sold in 1841 for $1000. to Samuel Hopkins.
(use reverse side if necessary) Bought in 1883 by Wm. Hubbard for $3000. Sold in 1908 to Kemp
family for $7000. Property has been owned by Charles T. Wrightson, Raymond L Harrison
and Mr. and Mrs. John T. Noble. Property now owned By James C. Latham, Lawrence G.
Claggett, & Harry L. Mullholland. House has presently been converted into apartments

and is known as 2(;).2 Dover Street.
(if kKnown]):

Date of consiruction O Original site  DTIMoved  Date of alterations (it known)._September 1980

to April 1981

4. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER:

Name James C_ Latham, Lawrence G. Claggett, Harry J& Mullholland

Street Box 1145 29 Dover Street

Easton site Maryland  zicode 21601

f hereby attef\ that the information | have proyiged is, to the best of my knowledge, cortect, and th 34 » owner pf the property described above.
” ' /7 / ’12 " - If
Signatu(r / £ (D =\ #&M {5"’}_1)’-4/"‘"‘ /C //4/“'7 ! ( [[V 'lei' é{[} Ao She &/~ 20K

For office use only

City

Teiephone Number {during day): Area Code 822- 2234

The structure described above is inciuded within the boundaries of the National Register historic district and%omributes O does not contribute to the charactei
the district.

The strucmrmappears ) does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6) and O will likely 0J will not be nominated to the Natio
Register in accord with the Depaniment of the interior procedures {36 CFR 60).

The structure is jocated in a district which O appe ars O does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation {36 CFR 60.6), O will likely O wiil not be no
nated to the Nationa! Register in accord with Department of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60}, and 3 appears 0 does not appear 1o contribute to the character of s

=/ o A /5

State Hist Preservation Otticer

This property has been evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Department o the Interior (36 CFR 67) and. it subject to depreciation un
section 167 of the internal Revenue Code of 1854,

O is hereby certitied a historic struciure.

0 does not contribute to the character of the historic district and does not merit certitication as a historic structure. Reasons given on the atiached sheel.

Signature PN Date
Keeper of the National Register
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